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MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT
(UNIVERSITY GRANTS COMMISSION)
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 27th August, 2018

University Grants Co‘himissi(;ﬁ (Minimum Standards and Procedure for Award of M.Phil/Ph.D
Degrees) (1st amendment ) Regulations, 2018

F.No.1-1/2002(PS)Exempt(Pt.FLIII) Vol-II.—In exercise of the powers conferred under clauses (f)
and (g) of sub-section (1) of Section 26 of University Grants Commission Act, 1956 (3 of 1956), the
University Grants Commission, hereby makes the fgllowing Regulations to amend to UGC (Minimum
Standards and Procedure for Awards of M.Phil/Ph.D Degree) Regulations 2016.

1. Short title, application and commencement:

1.1. These Regulations may be called the University Grants Commission (Minimum Standards and
Procedure for Award of M.Phil/Ph.D Degrees) (1st Amendment) Regulations 2018.

1.2 They shall come into force from the date of its publication in the Official Gazette.

2. The following proviso shall be added to the clause 5.4.1 of the University Grants Commission

(Minimum Standards and Procedure for award of M.Phil/Ph.D Degrees) Regulations, 2016

“provided that a relaxation of 5 % of marks (from 50% to 45%) shall be allowed for the candidates
belonging to SC/ST/OBC(Non-Creamy layers)/Differently-abled category in the entrance
examination conducted by the Universities.

provided further that, if in spite of the above relaxation, the seats allotted for SC/ST/OBC(Non
Creamy layer)/Differently-Abled categories remain unfilled, the concerned Universities shall launch a
Special Admission Drive, for that particular category within one month from the date of closure of
admissions of General Category. The cbncerned University will devise its own admission procedure,
along with eligibility conditions to ensure that most of the seats under these categories are filled.”

Prof. RAINISH JAIN, Secy.,UGC
[ADVT.-11I/4/Exty./202/18]

Digitally signed by
RAKESH RAKESH SUKUL

Date: 201808 28
SU KU L 15:43:05 +05'30

Uploaded by Dle. of Printing at Government of India Press, Ring Road, Mayapuri, New Delhi-110064
and Published by the Controller of Publications, Delhi-110054.
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MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT
UNIVERSITY GRANTS COMMISSION
NOTIFICATION
New Delht the Sth May. 2016
3 P
University Grants Commission (Minimum Standards and Procedure for Award of M.PHIL./PH.D
Degrees) Regulations, 2016

{In supersession of the UGC (Minimum Standards and Procedure for Awards of M.Phil./Ph.D. Degree)
Regulation, 2009, notified in The Gazelte of India [No. 28, Par( I11- Section 4] for the week July 11-July 17, 2009}

No. F. 1-2/2009(EC/PS)V(I) Vol. II - In exeicise of the powers conferred by clauses (f) and (g) of sub-section

(1) of Section 26 of the University Grants Commission Act, 1956 (3 of 1956), and in supersession of the UGC (Minimum
Standards and Procedure fr Awards of M.Phil/Ph.D. Degree) Regulation. 2009, notified in The Gazette of India [No.
28, Part Ill-Section 4] for the week July Il — July 17, 2009, the Univetsity Grants Commission hereby makes the
following Regulations, numely:-

.

Short title, Application and Commencement:

1.1 These Regul\ations may be called University Grants Commission (Minimum Standaids and Procedure
for Award of M.Phil /Ph.D. Degrees) Regulations, 2016.
4 ¥y
1.2 *They shall aplﬂ.l_y to every University established or incorporated by or under a Cenual Act, a Provincial
Act, or u State Act , every affiliated college, and every Institution Deemed to be a University under
Section 3 of UGC Act, 1956,

1.3 They shall come into force from the date of their publication in the Gazette of India
-
Eligibility criteria for admission to the M.Phil. programme:

:

2.1 Candidates for admission to the M.Phil. ‘progrumme shall have a Master's degree or a professional
degree declared equivalent to the Master’s degree by the correspanding statutory regulatory body, with
at least 55% marks in aggregate or its equivalent grade 'B' in the UGC 7-point scale (or an equivalent
grade in a point scale wherever grading system is followed) or an equivalent degree from a foreign
educational Institution accredited by an Assessment and Accreditation Agency which is appiroved,
recognized or authorized by an authority, established or incorporated under a law in its home country
or any other statutory authority in that country for the purpose of assessing, accrediting or assuring
quality and standards of educational institutions

2.2 A relaxation of 5% of marks, from 55% to 50%, or an equivalent relaxation of grade, may be allowed
for those belonging to SC/ST/OBC{non-creamy layer)/Differently-Abled and other categories of
candidates as per the decision of the Commission from time to time, or for those who had obtained
their Master's degree prior to 19" September, 1991. The eligibility marks of 55% (or an equivalent
grade in a point scale wherever grading system is followed} and the relaxation of 5% to the categories
mentioned above are permissible based only an the qualifying marks without including the grace
mark procedures.

Eligibility criteria for admission to Ph.D.progr

Subject to the conditions stipulated in these Regulations, the following persons are eligible to seek admission to
the Ph.D. programme:

3.1 Master's Degree holders satisfying the criteria stipulated under Clause 2 above.

32 Candidates who have cleared the M.Phil. course work with at least 55% marks in aggregate or its
equivalent grade 'B' in the UGC 7-point scale (or an equivalent grade in a point scale wherever grading
system is followed) and successfully completing the M.Phil. Degree shall be eligible to proceed to do
research work leading to the Ph. D. Degree in the same Institution in an integrated programme. A
relaxation of 5% of marks, from 55% to 50%, or an equivalent relaxation of grade, may be allowed for
those belonging to SC/ST/OBC(non-creamy layer)/differently-abled and other categories of candidates
as per the decision of the Commission from time to time.
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33 A person whose M Phil dissertation has been evaluated and the viva voce is pending may be admitted
o the PhoD programme of the same Institution:

34 Candidale$ possessing a Degiee considered equivalent to M.Phil. Depiee of an Indian Institution fiom
i Foreign Educational Institution aceredited by an Assessment and Accreditation Agency (which is
approved, recognized or authorized by an authority, established or incorporated under a law in its home
countiy o1 any other statutory authority in that countiy for the purpose of assessing. accrediting o
assuting quality and standards of educational institutions, shall be eligible for admission o Ph D
programme.

\

Duration of the Programme:

4.1 M.Phil. programme shall be for a minimum duration of two (2) consecutive semesters / one year and a
maximum of four (4) consecutive semesters / two years.

4.2 Ph.D. progiamme shall be for a minimum dwation of thiee years, including coutse work and a
maximum of six years

43 Extension beyond the above limits will be goveined by the relevant clauses as stipulated in the
Statute/Ordinance of the individual Institution concerned.

44 The"womel} g{f\didales and Persons with Disability (more than 40% disability) may be allowed a

arelaxation of ghe 'year for M.Phil and two years for Ph.D. in the maximum duration. In addition, the

“‘women candidates may be provided Mateinity Leave/Child Care L&ave once in the entire duration of
M.Phil/Ph.D. for up to 240 days

S, Procedure for admission:

5.1 All Universities and Institutions Deemed td*be Universities shall admit M.Phil/Ph.D. students
through an Entrance Test conducted at the level of Individual University/Institution Deemed
to be a University. The University/Institution Deemed to be a University may decide separate
terms and~conditions for Ph.D. Entrance Test for those students who qualify UGC-NET
(including JRFYUGC-CSIR NET (including JRF)/SLET/GATE/teacher fellowship holder or
have passed M.Phil programme. Similar approach may be adopted in respect of Entrance Test
for M.Phil programme

T

52 Higher Educational Institutions (HEIs) referred to in sub-clause 1.2 above and Colleges under
them which are allowed to conduct M.Phil. and/or Ph.D. programmes, shall:

5.2l decide on an annual basis through their-academic bodies a predetermined and
manageable number of M.Phil. and/or Ph.D. scholars to be admitted depending on
the number of available Research Supervisors and other academic and physical
facilities available, keeping in mind the norms regarding the scholai- teacher ratio (as
indicated in Para 6.5), laboratory, library and such other facilities;

5.2.2  notify well in advance in the institutional website and through advertisement in at
Jeast two (2) national newspapers, of which at least one (1) shall be in the regional
language, the number of seats for admission, subject/discipline-wise distribution of
available seats, criteria for admission, procedure for admission, examination centre(s)
where entrance test(s) shall be conducted and all other relevant information for the
benefit of the candidates;

5.2.3  adhere to the National/State-level reservation policy, as applicable.

53 The admission shall be based on the criteria notified by the Institution, keeping in view the
guidelines/norms in this regard issued by the UGC and other statutory bodies concerned, and
taking into account the’reservation policy of the Central/State Government from time to time.

54 HEISs as mentioned in Clause 1.2 shall admit candidates by a two stage process thiough:

5.4.1  An Entrance Test shall be qualifying with qualifying marks as 50%. The syllabus of
the Entrance Test shall consist of 50% of research methodology and 50% shall be
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subject specific: The Enance Test shafl be condncied ar the Cenuetsy notified in
advance (changes of Centres. il any . also to be notificd well in advance) at the level
ol the individual HEas mientioned in clause 1.2: and

v
]
[N]

Aninterview/viva-toce (acbe vrganized by the HEL as mentioned in clause 12 when
the candidates are requited 1o discuss their resewch interestfarea thiough a
presentation belore a duly constituted Department Research Committee

Sad The interview/vive voce shall also consider  the following aspects. vz, whether:
S1SH| the candidate possesses the compelence for the proposed research:

552  theresearch work can be suitably undertaken at the Institution/College:
iS 3 the proposed wea of tesearch can contribute to new/additional knowledge

56 The University shall maintain the list of all the M.Phil. / Ph.D. registered students on its
website on year-wise basis. The list shall include the name of the registered candiclate, topic of
his/her tesearch, name of his/her supeivisor/co-supervisor, date of emrolment/iegistration,

Allocalion of Research Supervisor: Eligibility critetia to be a Research Supervisor, Co- Supervisor, Number
of M_Phil./Ph.D. scholars permissible per Supesvisor, ete

6.1 Aﬁy wgulur’Pi'éfessm of the Univessity/Institution Deemed to be a University/College with at least five
research publications in refereed journals and any regular Associate/Assistant Piofessor of the
university/institution deemed to be a university/college with a Ph.D, degree and at least two research
publications in refereed journals may be recognized as Research Supervisor.

Provided that in areas/disciplines where there is no or only a limited number of 1efereed journals, the
Institution may relax the above condition for recoPnition of a person as Research Supervisor with
reasons 1ecorded in writing

p .

62 Only a full time. regular teacher of the concerned University/Institution Deemed to be a
University/College can act as a supervisor, The exteinal supervisors are not allowed, However, Co-
Supervisor can be allowed in inter-disciplinary areas from other departments of the same institute or
fiom other related institutions with the approval of the Research Advisory Committee

6.3 The allocation of Research Supervisor for a selected 1esearch scholar shall be decided by the
Departiment concerned depending on the number of scholars per Research Supervisor, the available
specialization among the Supervisors and research interests of the scholurs as indicated by them at the
time of interview/viva voce

6.4 In case of topics which are of inter-disciplinary nature where the Department concerned feels that the
expertise in the Department has to be supplemented from outside, the Department may appoint a
Research Supervisor from the Department itself, who shall be known as the'Research Supervisor, and a
Co-Supervisor from outside the Department/ Faculty/College/Institution on such terms and conditions
as may be specified and agreed upon by the consenting Institutions/Colleges.

6.5 A Research Supervisor/Co-supervisor who is a Professor, at any given point of time, cannot guide more
than three (3)M.Phil, and Eight (8) Ph.D. scholars. An Associate Professor as Research Supervisor can
guide up to a maximum of two (2) M. Phil. and six (6) Ph.D. scholats and an Assistant Professor as
Research Supervisor can guide up to a maximum of one (1) M Phil. and four (4) Ph.D. scholars

6.6 In case of relocation of an M,Phil/Ph.D. woman scholar due to marriage or otherwise, the reseaich data
shall be allowed to be transferred to the University to which the scholar intends to relocate provided all
the other conditions in these regulations are followed in letter and spirit and the research work does not
pertain to the project secured by the parent institution/ supervisor from any funding agency. The
scholar will however give due tredit to the parent guide and the institution for the part of research
already done.

Course Work: Credit Requirements, number, duration, syllabus, minimum standaids for completion, etc.

7.1 The credit assigned to the M.Phil. or Ph.D. course work shall be 2 minimum of 08 credits and a
maximum of 16 credits.
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The comse work shall be teated as prerequisite for M PRil/Ph D prepaation. A minimum ol fow
credits shall be assigned 1o one o1 more courses on Research Methodology which could cover weus
such as quantitative methods. computer applications research ethies and review of published rescarch
in the televant field. taining. field work. ete. Other cowrses shall be advanced level courses preparing

the students Tor M Phil /Ph D degiee . o
73 All couises prescribed for M Phil, and Ph D cowse work shall be in conformity with the credit how
instructional requitement and shall specity content, instuctional and assessment methods. They shall

be duly approved by the authorized academic bodies

74 The Depuartment wheie the scholar pwsues hisfher research shall prescribe the comse(s) (o him/her
based on the recommendations of the Research Advisory Commitlee, as stipulated under sub-Clause
8.1 belo»\t‘, of the 1esearch scholar

75 All candidates admitted to the M Phil. and Ph.D. progiammes shall be 1equited to complete the couse
work prescribed by the Department duting the initia) one or two semesters

7.6 Candidates already holding M. Phil. degree and admitted to the Ph.D. programme, o1 those who huve
already completed the course work in M.Phil. and have been permitted to proceed to the Ph.D. in
integrated cowrse, may be exempted by the Department fiom the Ph.D. course woik All other
candidates admitted to the Ph.D. programme shall be required to complete the Ph.D. course work

prescribed By the Department. ;
e

7.7 Grades in the course woik, including research methodology courses‘shall be finalized after a combined
assessment by the Research Advisory Committee and the Department and the ~ final giades shall be
communicated to the Institution/College.

78 A M.Phil/Ph.D. scholar has to obtain a minimum of 55% of marks or its equivalent-grade in the UGC
7-point scale (o an equivalent grade/CGPA in a pdint scale wherever grading system is followed) in
the course work in order to be eligible to continue in the programme and submit the dissertation/thesis

3 -

Research Advisory Commit(ee and its functions:

8.l Theie shall be a Research Advisory Committee, o1 an equivalent body for similar purpose as defined in
the Statutes/Ordinances of the Institution concerned, for each M.Phil. and Ph.D. scholar. The Research
Supervisor of the scholar shall be the Convener of this Committee, This Committee shall have the
following 1esponsibilities:

8.1.1  To review the research proposal and finalize the topic of research;

8.1.2  To guide the research scholar to develop the study design and methodology of research and
identify the course(s) that he/she may have to do

8.1.3  To periodically review and assist in the progress of the research work of the research scholar,

8.2 A research scholar shall appear before the Research Advisory Committee once in six months to make a
presentation of the progress of his/her work for evaluation and further guidance. The six monthly
progress reports shall be submitted by the Research Advisory Committee to the Institution/College with
a copy to the research scholar.

83 In case the progress of the research scholar is unsatisfactory, the Research Advisory Committee shall
record the reasons for the same and supgest corrective measures, If the resgarch scholar fails to
implement these cormrective measures, the Research Advisory Committee may recommend to the
Institution/College with specific reasons for cancellation of the registration of the research scholar.

Evaluation and Assessment Methods, :ninimum standards/credits for award of the degree, etc.:

9.1 The overall minimum credit requirement, including credit for the course work, for the award of
M.Phil. degree shall not be less than 24 credits.

9.2 Upon satisfactory completion of course work, and obtaining the marks/grade prescribed in sub-clauses
7.8 above, as the case may be, the M.Phil./Ph.D. scholar shall be required to undertake research work
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9.4

9.6

97

98

9.9

and produce a dralt disseration/thesis within o reasonable tes as stpulated by the Institation
voncerned based on these Regulations

Prion o the submission ol the dissertagion/thesis. the scholar shadl miake o presentation in the
Department befoie the Research Advisory Committee of the Institution concerned which shall also be
open to all Taculty members and othier research seholars. The Teedback and comments obtained ftom
them may he suitably incorponated into the dialt dissertation/thesis in consultation with the Rescarch
Advisory Committee

M_Phil scholars shall present at least one (1) tesearch paper in a conference/seminar and PhD. scholars
must publish at least one (1) reseach puper in referced journal and make two paper presentations in
conferences/seminats before the submission of the dissertation/thesis for adjudication. and produce
evidence I;m the same in the form of presentation certificates and/or reprints

The Academic Council (ot its equivalent body) of the Institution shall evolve a mechanism using well
developed software and gadgets to detect plagiatism and other forms of academic dishonesty. While
submitting for evaluation, the dissertation/thesis shall have an undertaking from the reseairch scholat
and a certificate from the Research Supervisor atlesting Lo the originality of the work, vouching that
there is no plagiarism and that the work has not been submitted for the award of any other
degree/diploma of the same Institution where the work was carried out. or to any other Institution.

‘THc M.Phill” dissertation submitted by a research scholar shall be evaluated by his/her Research
Supervisor and at least one external examiner who is not in the employment of the Institution/College
The viva-voce examination, based among other things, on the critiques given in the evaluation report,
shall be conducted by both of them together, and shall be open to be attended by Members of the
Research Advisory Committee, all faculty members of the Department, other research scholars and
other interested experts/ 1eseaichers
-

The Ph.D. thesis submitted by a research scholar shall be evaluated by his/her Research Supervisor and
at least two external examiners, who are mot in employment of the Institution/College, of whom one
examiner may be fiom outside the country, The viva-voce examination, based among other things, on
the critiques given in the evaluation report, shall be conducted by the Research Supervisor and at least
one of the two external examiners, and shall be open to be attended by Members of the Research
Advisory Committee, all faculty members of the Department, other rescarch scholais and other
interested experts/researchers

The public viva-voce of the research scholar to defend the dissertation/thesis shall be conducted only if
the evaluation report(s) of the external examinei(s) on the dissertation/thesis isfare satisfactory and
include a specific recommendation for conducting the viva-voce examination. If the evaluation 1eport
of the external examiner in case of M.Phil. dissertation, or one of the evalualion reports of the exteinal
examiner in case of Ph.D, thesis, is unsatisfactory and does not recommend viva-voce, the Institution
shall send the dissertation/ thesis to another external examiner out of the aupproved panel of examiners
and the viva-voce examination shall be held only if the report of the latest'examiner is satisfactory, [f
the report of the latest examinet is also unsatisfactory, the dissertation/ thesis shall be 1ejected and the
research scholar shall be declared ineligible for the award of the degree.

The Institutions shall develop appropriate methods so as to complete the entire process of evaluation of
M.Phil, dissertation/ Ph.D, thesis within a period of six months from the date of submission of the
dissertation/thesis.

Academic, administrative and infrastructure requirement to be fulfilled by Colleges for getling
recognition for olfering M.Phil./Ph.D. programmes:

10.1

Colleges may be considered eligible to offer M.Phil/Ph D programmes only if they satisfy the
availubility of eligible Research Supervisors, required infrastructure and supporting administrative and
1esearch promotion facilities as Per these Regulations.

Post-graduate  Departments  of Colleges, Research laboratories of Govetnment of India/State
Government with at least two Ph.D. qualified teachers/scientists/other academic staff in the Department
concerned along with required infrastructure, supporting administrative and research promotion
facilities as per these Regulations, stipulated under sub-clause 10.3, shall be considered eligible to offer
M.Phil./Ph.D, programmes. Colleges should additionally have the necessary recognition by the
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Institution ander which they operate o offer M Phil/Ph D progiamme

103 Colleges with adequate facilities for rescarch as mentioned helow alone shall offer - M Phil /Ph 1>
pogranimes:

1031 In case of science and lechnology disciplines. exclusive research  laboratorjes  with
sophisticated equipment as specilied by the Institution concerned with provision for adequate
spice per esearch scholar along with computer facilities and essential soltware. and
unintertupted power and water supply;

\
1032 Earmarked library resources including latest books, Indian and International journals, e-
b £ J
journals, extended working howrs for all disciplines, adequate space Tor research scholats in
the Department/ libriny for reading, writing and storing study and research materials:

1033 Ch_‘olleges may also access the required facilities of the neighbouring Institutions/Colleges, v
of those Institutions/Colleges/R&D  laboratories/Organizations which have the 1equired
facilities

Treatment of Ph.D / M.Phil. through Distance Mode/Part{-time:

1141 Notwithstanding anything contained in these Regulations or any other Rule or Regulation, for the time
being i furee, 10 University; [nstitution, Decined to be a University and College shall conduct M.Phil.
apd Ph ). Progriinmes through distance educatton mode. B
. ! 4
112 "Part-time Ph.D will be allowed provided all the conditions mentiotied in the extant Ph.D Regulations
are met,

Award of M.Phil./Ph.D. degrees prior to Notification of these Regulalions, or degrees awarded by foreign
Universities:
-
121 Award of degrees to candidates registered for the M.Phil./Ph.D. programme on or after July 11, 2009
till the’date of Notification of these Refulations shall be governed by the provisions of the UGC
(Minithum Standards and procedure for Awards of M.Phil/Ph.D Degree) Regulation, 2009.

12.2 If the M.Phil./Ph.D. degree is awarded by a Foreign University, the Indian Institution considering such
a degree shall refer the issue to a Standing Committee constituted by the concerned institution for the
purpose of determining the equivalence of the degree awarded by the foreign University.

Depository with INFLIBNET:

13.1 Following the successful completion of the evaluation process and before the announcement of the
award of the M.Phil./Ph.D. degree(s), the Institution concerned shall submit an electronic copy of the
M Phil. dissertation /Ph. D. thesis to the INFLIBNET, for hosting the same so as to make it accessible
to all Institutions/Colleges.

13.2 Prior to the actual award of the degree, the degree-awarding Institution shall issue a provisional
Certificate to the effect that the Degree has been awarded in accordance with the provisions of these

UGC Regulations, 2016.

Prof. JASPAL S. SANDHU, Secy.

[ADVT.-I11/4/Exty./143(113)]
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