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The WTO is a trade organization but its scope is expanding
to the control and regulation of production as well. The
fisheries agreement currently being negotiated is the latest
example. The increasing concern about the consequences of
growth in trade and consumerism for the ecology of the
planet has intensified the trade and environment debate. But
tussle continues as to which side the concept of sustainable
development should tilt, on the side of the environment or
development. The lack of consensus on the draft Fisheries
Agreement under the WTO is a reflection of this tussle.

The idea of sustainable fishing is based on the US policy of
Maximum Sustainable Yield (MSY) adopted in 1948.
Although claimed to be based on science it was guided more
by international politics and economics. Writers have since
long criticized MSY and attributed the depletion of fish
stocks to US policy and industrial fishing. Scientists argue
that the ocean is different and techniques and policies
employed for agriculture management cannot be transposed
to manage the ocean environment. Instead of concentrating
on particular fish species, the focus should be on the
assemblage of fish species.

The draft Agreement appears to be based on the MSY policy.
Moreover, the draft lacks the support of many developing
countries. This is because the provisions relating to subsidies
allegedly do not take into account the concerns of coastal
less developed countries and their farmers for whom subsidy
is a question of livelihood.
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About CITL

Center for International Trade Law of the National
Law University is organizing an international
webinar on ‘Sustainable Fisheries: Politics,
Economics and Science’. Original papers within
5000 words are invited from teachers, researchers,
students and others for presentation in the
webinar. Papers may relate to but are not limited to
the topics mentioned below:

1. Challenges for the preservation of fish stocks
2. International initiatives for the preservation of
fisheries
3. Impact of international trade on fisheries
4. Contribution of subsidies to the depletion of
fish stocks
5. Livelihood of small fishermen in developing
countries
Prospective participants may contribute to any

other issue related to the webinar topic.
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Contact Details:
Centre for International Trade Law,
National Law University Odisha
Email: citi@nluo.ac.in
Contact No.: Rishi Saraf 919300083055
University Website: https://www.nluo.ac.in/research/research-
centres/centre-for-international-trade-law/
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IMPORTANT DATES

DATE OF WEBINAR
30 JULY 2022
LAST DATE FOR SUBMISSION OF
ABSTRACT
31 MARCH 2022
INTIMATION ABOUT ACCEPTANCE OF
ABSTRACT
15 APRIL 2022
LAST DATE FOR REGISTRATION
14 MAY 2022
LAST DATE FOR SUBMISSION OF FULL
PAPER
30 JUNE 2022

Abstracts and papers to be submitted at
citl@nluo.ac.in. Only the abstract and first page of
the paper should contain the name and affiliation of
the author(s). Co-authorship of a maximum of two
persons are allowed.
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Registration and
Payment Details

REGISTRATION LINK
https://forms.gle/MGwmXgQXGb4jCZKA9

REGISTRATION FEES
Students/Research Scholars

Single Author-Rs.1000
Co-authorship-Rs. 1500
Academicians/Professionals
Single author-Rs. 1500
Co-authorship-Rs. 2000
International Presenters
Single author-$S50
Co-authorship-S70
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PAYMENT DETAILS

Payment of registration fees has to be made through
NEFT. Given below are the details:

Account Holder:

Registrar, National Law University, Odisha
Bank: State Bank of India
Account No.: 33807919875
IFSC Code: SBIN0017678



